Name:_______________________________________
Counting the beat
Cherokee words are divided into moras, or ‘beats.’ Certain vowels in each word carry the word’s primary stress, or ‘pitch accent.’ This allows us to distinguish words with the same syllable pattern, but different stress patterns:

	Ex. 	ama – ‘water,’ (1 beat)	but 	á:m.a – ‘salt’ (2 beats)

Vowels with primary stress will be produced with a different pitch than the rest of the word. Words may also have a secondary stress, but the structure of the word will orient around the primary one. 

Cherokee speakers will often ‘drop’ (not pronounce) vowels within words or at the end of them. This pattern of ‘dropping’ is predictable. The vowel with the primary stress will always be pronounced. Usually a group of one stressed and one unstressed will complete a unit, and any extra syllables may be dropped. Stressed syllables will never be dropped. In the above example, á:m(a), ‘salt,’ the parentheses around the a indicate that the a can be dropped. This would reduce the number of ‘beats’ to one – a long a and an m. The following examples illustrate the differences in syllable structure and ‘beat’ counts that exist in Cherokee words:

1 beat		2 beats	3 beats		4 beats
ní		Osígw.u	tsanadísgo(’i)		didinilv´sadadisdisgv(’i)
hadí		hawín(a)	agwadawósdi	denadagohvyu
yíg(i)		ásgaya		gv´geyuw(a)		halistáyahvga
ósd(a)		asgáy(a)	
amá	 	unv´d(i)					
ám(a)		agwénvsv(i)				

Note that a word may have more syllables than it has beats. Factors like vowel deletion or the addition of suffixes will often change the tonal pattern and/or “beat” count of the words.

Sight reading
Read the following words aloud, attempting to fit them into the correct number of ‘beats.’ Follow the guide above each column.

1 beat		2 beats		3 beats		4 beats
[bookmark: _GoBack]hawá 		itsú:la			dunatsó:sdi 		tsunadélokwa:sdi
sgí		galv´:quodi		widatsiné:gis(i)	á:gwenvsv(’i)
gatsv´		unéhlanvh(i)		adayv:latísg(i)	igidú:wa:gi

How many beats?
Count the number of beats in the following words based on the stress pattern and vowel lengths. Read the words aloud to help determine the number.

1. Kagiyú:sdi		_________
2. Usgásehdi		_________
3. Galv´:ladi		_________
4. Agwatsé:li		_________
5. Dunadohlgv´:’i	_________
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